CHAPTER 4

Short Stories from the Bible

A unquic teaching tool

COME JOIN OUR

II Timothy 2:15 (NKJV)
Be diligent to present
yourself approved to God, a
worker who does not need
to be ashamed, rightly
dividing the word of truth.




Short Stories for small group
or personal Bible study

(This may seem like busy work but is necessary
for group discussion and application.)

Setting the stage:
Listen to the story — read the story several times from different translations.
Look at the story - Make basic observations of the story.

Conditions — What is / are the unique conditions / circumstances that help make up the story.
Context — What is the setting and background to the story.

Who - Take time to get to know each person in the story.

Dialogue - What is said and what do the conversations tell us about the characters?

What- Note any changes and turning points in the Story

Choices - What choices did the characters make? Could they have made other choices?
Changes- What consequences or impact do you see from the choices that were made?
Out-come — What is the final out-come in the lives of the differing characters in the story and
what were the determining factors for each.
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For further discussion ask:
Six basic questions for each story:
What does this story teach us about people?
What does this story teach us about God?
What do you think are the other important lessons from this story?
Are there any parts of the story that you identify with and in what way?
. What spoke to your heart from this story?
. What questions do you have from this story?
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Now comes the applications:

» Determine how the story can be meaningful for today

» |If possible, have each person share their takeaways from the story.
» Ask, how does this story speak to me individually?
>
>

Are there any changes | need to make in light of this story?
What should we pray about in light of the story.

It would be great for each person to have a
notebook and keep notes / journal!

This material is a modified version of a training called “Simply the Story.” This material is indebted to
Dorothy Miller and her excellent insights. For more thorough training, locations, and helpful information
available for download,

go to her website at www.SimplyTheStory.org .

> [If you know someone else who may want this story training workshop in their church or community, please
have them contact
Tom Horton at 206-954-4100 or at ruraltom@juno.com



http://www.simplythestory.org/
mailto:ruraltom@juno.com

Short Stories from the Bible
(These Short Story Scriptures are from the New King James Version of the Bible- NKJV.)
(It is not necessary to work through
these stories chronologically)

Genesis 3:1-8 The Garden of Eden

Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the Lord God had made. And he said to
the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree of the garden’?” 2 And the woman said to
the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the garden; 3 but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of
the garden, God has said, ‘You shall not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.””

4Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will not surely die. 5 For God knows that in the day you eat of it
your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.”

6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree
desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate.
"Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves
together and made themselves coverings.

8 And they heard the Dsound of the Lord God walking in the garden in the cool of the day, and Adam and his
wife hid themselves from the presence of the Lord God among the trees of the garden.

Genesis 4:1-8 Cane and Abel

Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, and said, “| have acquired a man from

the Lord.” 2 Then she bore again, this time his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, but Cain was a
tiller of the ground. 3 And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering of the fruit of the
ground to the Lord. 4 Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat. And the Lord respected Abel
and his offering, ®but He did not respect Cain and his offering. And Cain was very angry, and his countenance
fell.  So the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry? And why has your countenance fallen? 7 If you do well, will
you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should
rule over it.”

8 Now Cain talked with Abel his brother; and it came to pass, when they were in the field, that Cain rose up
against Abel his brother and killed him.

I Kings 4:1-7 Jars of Oil
A certain woman of the wives of the sons of the prophets cried out to Elisha, saying, “Your servant my

husband is dead, and you know that your servant feared the Lord. And the creditor is coming to take my two
sons to be his slaves.” 2So Elisha said to her, “What shall | do for you? Tell me, what do you have in the
house?” And she said, “Your maidservant has nothing in the house but a jar of oil.” 3 Then he said, “Go,
borrow vessels from everywhere, from all your neighbors—empty vessels; do not gather just a few.  And when
you have come in, you shall shut the door behind you and your sons; then pour it into all those vessels, and
set aside the full ones.” % So she went from him and shut the door behind her and her sons, who brought the
vessels to her; and she poured it out. ® Now it came to pass, when the vessels were full, that she said to her
son, “Bring me another vessel.” And he said to her, “There is not another vessel.” So the oil ceased. 7 Then
she came and told the man of God. And he said, “Go, sell the oil and pay your debt; and you and your sons
live on the rest.”

Isaiah 6:1-9a | Saw the Lord

In the year that King Uzziah died, | saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high and lifted up, and the train of

His robe filled the temple. 2 Above it stood seraphim; each one had six wings: with two he covered his

face, with two he covered his feet, and with two he flew. * And one cried to another and said:

“Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; The whole earth is full of His glory!” 4 And the posts of the door were
shaken by the voice of him who cried out, and the house was filled with smoke. 3 So | said: “Woe is me, for |
am undone! Because | am a man of unclean lips, and | dwell in the midst of a people of unclean lips; For my
eyes have seen the King, The Lord of hosts.” ¢ Then one of the seraphim flew to me, having in his hand a live
coal which he had taken with the tongs from the altar. 7 And he touched my mouth with it, and said: “Behold,
this has touched your lips; Your iniquity is taken away, And your sin purged.”

8 Also | heard the voice of the Lord, saying: “Whom shall | send, And who will go for Us?” Then | said,

“Here am I! Send me.” 2 And He said, “Go, and tell this people.


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis%203%3A1-8%20%20%20&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-64c

Mark 2:1-12 Paralytic Healed

And again He entered Capernaum after some days, and it was heard that He was in the house. 2 Immediately
many gathered together, so that there was no longer room to receive them, not even near the door. And He
preached the word to them. 3 Then they came to Him, bringing a paralytic who was carried by four men. 4 And
when they could not come near Him because of the crowd, they uncovered the roof where He was. So when
they had broken through, they let down the bed on which the paralytic was lying.

5When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, your sins are forgiven you.”

6 And some of the scribes were sitting there and reasoning in their hearts, 7 “Why does this Man speak
blasphemies like this? Who can forgive sins but God alone?” &But immediately, when Jesus perceived in His
spirit that they reasoned thus within themselves, He said to them, “Why do you reason about these things in
your hearts? ® Which is easier, to say to the paralytic, ‘ Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise, take up
your bed and walk’? '° But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins”—He
said to the paralytic, 1 “l say to you, arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.” 12 Immediately he arose,
took up the bed, and went out in the presence of them all, so that all were amazed and glorified God, saying,
“We never saw anything like this!”

Mark 4:35-41 Storm Story

On the same day, when evening had come, He said to them, “Let us cross over to the other side.” 3¢ Now when
they had left the multitude, they took Him along in the boat as He was. And other little boats were also with
Him. 37 And a great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that it was already filling. 3 But He
was in the stern, asleep on a pillow. And they awoke Him and said to Him, “Teacher, do You not care that we
are perishing?” 3 Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace, be stilll” And the wind
ceased and there was a great calm. 4° But He said to them, “Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no
faith?” 41 And they feared exceedingly, and said to one another, “Who can this be, that even the wind and the
sea obey Him!”

Luke 10:38-42 Martha and Mary

38 Now as they were traveling along, He entered a village; and a woman named Martha welcomed Him into
her home. 39 She had a sister called Mary, who was seated at the Lord’s feet, listening to His word. 40 But
Martha was distracted with all her preparations; and she came up to Him and said, “Lord, do You not care that
my sister has left me to do all the serving alone? Then tell her to help me.” 41 But the Lord answered and said
to her, “Martha, Martha, you are worried and bothered about so many things; 42 but only one thing is
necessary, for Mary has chosen the good part, which shall not be taken away from her.”

Luke 12:13-21 Foolish rich man

Then one from the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”

14 But He said to him, “Man, who made Me a judge or an arbitrator over you?” '® And He said to them, “Take
heed and beware of covetousness, for one’s life does not consist in the abundance of the things he
possesses.”

18 Then He spoke a parable to them, saying: “The ground of a certain rich man yielded plentifully. 17 And he
thought within himself, saying, ‘What shall | do, since | have no room to store my crops?’ '® So he said, ‘I will do
this: | will pull down my barns and build greater, and there | will store all my crops and my goods. '® And | will
say to my soul, “Soul, you have many goods laid up for many years; take your ease; eat, drink, and be merry.”
’ 20 Byt God said to him, ‘Fool! This night your soul will be required of you; then whose will those things be
which you have provided?’

2130 js he who lays up treasure for himself, and is not rich toward God.”

Luke 17:11-19 Ten Lepers

Now it happened as He went to Jerusalem that He passed through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. "2 Then
as He entered a certain village, there met Him ten men who were lepers, who stood afar off. '® And they lifted
up their voices and said, “Jesus, Master, have mercy on us!”

14 So when He saw them, He said to them, “Go, show yourselves to the priests.” And so it was that as they
went, they were cleansed.

15 And one of them, when he saw that he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified God, 16 and fell
down on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan.

17 So Jesus answered and said, “Were there not ten cleansed? But where are the nine? '8 Were there not any
found who returned to give glory to God except this foreigner?” '® And He said to him, “Arise, go your way.
Your faith has made you well.”



Luke 18:9-14 The Pharisee and the Publican

Also He spoke this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous, and despised

others: ' “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. ' The
Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, ‘God, | thank You that | am not like other men—extortioners,
unjust, adulterers, or even as this tax collector. 12| fast twice a week; | give tithes of all that | possess.’ 1 And
the tax collector, standing afar off, would not so much as raise his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying,
‘God, be merciful to me a sinner!” *| tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the

other; for everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

Luke 19:1-10 Zaccheus

Then Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. 2Now behold, there was a man named Zacchaeus who was
a chief tax collector, and he was rich. 3 And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not because of the
crowd, for he was of short stature. 4 So he ran ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He
was going to pass that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him, and said to
him, “Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today | must stay at your house.”  So he made haste and
came down, and received Him joyfully. 7 But when they saw it, they all complained, saying, “He has gone to be
a guest with a man who is a sinner.” 8 Then Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, | give half of
my goods to the poor; and if | have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, | restore fourfold.”

9 And Jesus said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of Abraham; 1° for
the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

Mark 12:28-34 Greatest Commandment

Then one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning together, perceiving that He had answered
them well, asked Him, “Which is the first commandment of all?” 2° Jesus answered him, “The first of all the
commandments is: ‘Hear, O Israel, the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 3® And you shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.” This is the first
commandment. 3! And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other
commandment greater than these.”

32 30 the scribe said to Him, “Well said, Teacher. You have spoken the truth, for there is one God, and there is
no other but He. 3 And to love Him with all the heart, with all the understanding, with all the soul, and with all
the strength, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself, is more than all the whole burnt offerings and sacrifices.”

34 Now when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, He said to him, “You are not far from the kingdom of God.”

John 6:5-15 Feeding the 5,000

Then Jesus lifted up His eyes, and seeing a great multitude coming toward Him, He said to Philip, “Where
shall we buy bread, that these may eat?” ® But this He said to test him, for He Himself knew what He would do.

7 Philip answered Him, “Two hundred denarii worth of bread is not sufficient for them, that every one of them
may have a little.” 8 One of His disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to Him, ®“There is a lad here
who has five barley loaves and two small fish, but what are they among so many?”
19 Then Jesus said, “Make the people sit down.” Now there was much grass in the place. So the men sat down,
in number about five thousand. '" And Jesus took the loaves, and when He had given thanks He
distributed them [@lto the disciples, and the disciples to those sitting down; and likewise of the fish, as much as
they wanted. 2 So when they were filled, He said to His disciples, “Gather up the fragments that remain, so
that nothing is lost.” 13 Therefore they gathered them up, and filled twelve baskets with the fragments of the five
barley loaves which were left over by those who had eaten. '* Then those men, when they had seen the sign
that Jesus did, said, “This is truly the Prophet who is to come into the world.” 15 Therefore when Jesus
perceived that they were about to come and take Him by force to make Him king, He departed again to the
mountain by Himself alone.

Acts 1:6-11 The Ascension

Therefore, when they had come together, they asked Him, saying, “Lord, will You at this time restore the
kingdom to Israel?” 7 And He said to them, “It is not for you to know times or seasons which the Father has put
in His own authority.  But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall

be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”

9Now when He had spoken these things, while they watched, He was taken up, and a cloud received Him out
of their sight. 1° And while they looked steadfastly toward heaven as He went up, behold, two men stood by
them in white apparel, ' who also said, “Men of Galilee, why do you stand gazing up into heaven?

This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner as you saw Him go into
heaven.”


https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark%2012%3A28-34%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-24707e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John%206%3A5-15%20%20%20%20%20%20%20%20&version=NKJV#fen-NKJV-26269a

More Short Stories from the Bible #2

Genesis 2:18-24 Creation / Adam & Eve

18 Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; | will make him a helper suitable for him.” 19
Out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the sky, and brought them to the
man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called a living creature, that was its name. 20 The man
gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds of the sky, and to every beast of the field, but for Adam there was not
found a helper suitable for him. 21 So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then
He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh at that place. 22 The Lord God fashioned into a woman the rib
which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man. 23 The man said, “This is now bone of my bones,
and flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.” 24 For this reason a man
shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.

Exodus 14:21-31 Crossing the Red Sea

21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the Lord swept the sea back by a strong east wind all
night and turned the sea into dry land, so the waters were divided. 22 The sons of Israel went through the midst of
the sea on the dry land, and the waters were like a wall to them on their right hand and on their left. 23 Then the
Egyptians took up

23 Then the Egyptians took up the pursuit, and all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots and his horsemen went in after
them into the midst of the sea. 24 At the morning watch, the Lord looked down on the army of the Egyptians
through the pillar of fire and cloud and brought the army of the Egyptians into confusion. 25 He caused their chariot
wheels to swerve, and He made them drive with difficulty; so the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from Israel, for the
Lord is fighting for them against the Egyptians.” 26 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the
sea so that the waters may come back over the Egyptians, over their chariots and their horsemen.” 27 So Moses
stretched out his hand over the sea, and the sea returned to its normal state at daybreak, while the Egyptians were
fleeing right into it; then the Lord overthrew the Egyptians in the midst of the sea. 28 The waters returned and
covered the chariots and the horsemen, even Pharaoh’s entire

army that had gone into the sea after them; not even one of them remained. 29 But the sons of Israel walked on
dry land through the midst of the sea, and the waters were like a wall to them on their right hand and on their left.
30 Thus the Lord saved Israel that day from the hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the
seashore. 31 When Israel saw the great power which the Lord had used against the Egyptians, the people feared
the Lord, and they believed in the Lord and in His servant Moses.

Exodus 17:1-7 Water in the Rock

17 Then all the congregation of the sons of Israel journeyed by stages from the wilderness of Sin, according to the
command of the Lord, and camped at Rephidim, and there was no water for the people to drink. 2 Therefore the
people quarreled with Moses and said, “Give us water that we may drink.” And Moses said to them, “Why do you
quarrel with me? Why do you test the Lord?” 3 But the people thirsted there for water; and they grumbled against
Moses and said,

“Why, now, have you brought us up from Egypt, to kill us and [e]our children and our livestock with thirst?” 4 So
Moses cried out to the Lord, saying, “What shall | do to this people? A little more and they will stone me.” 5 Then
the Lord said to Moses, “Pass before the people and take with you some of the elders of Israel; and take in your
hand your staff with which you struck the Nile, and go. 6 Behold, | will stand before you there on the rock at Horeb;
and you shall strike the rock, and water will come out of it, that the people may drink.” And Moses did so in the
sight of the elders of Israel. 7 He named the place Massah and Meribah because of the quarrel of the sons of
Israel, and because they tested the Lord, saying, “Is the Lord among us, or not?”

Mark 1:4-11 John Baptizes Jesus

4 John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And
all the country of Judea was going out to him, and all the people of Jerusalem; and they were being baptized by
him in the Jordan River, confessing their sins. 6 John was clothed with camel’s

hair and wore a leather belt around his waist, and his diet was locusts and wild honey. 7 And he was preaching,
and saying, “After me One is coming who is mightier than I, and | am not fit to stoop down and untie the thong of
His sandals. 8 | baptized you with water; but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 9 In those days Jesus came
from Nazareth in Galilee and was baptized by John in the Jordan. 10 Immediately coming up out of the water, He
saw the heavens opening, and the Spirit like a dove descending upon Him; 11 and a voice came out of the
heavens: “You are My beloved Son, in You | am well-pleased.”



Matthew 8:5-13 Centurion’s Faith

5 And when Jesus entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, imploring Him, 6 and saying, “Lord, my
servant is lying paralyzed at home, fearfully tormented.” 7 Jesus *said to him, “I will come and heal him.” 8 But
the centurion said, “Lord, | am not worthy for You to come under my roof, but just say the word, and my servant
will be healed. 9 For | also am a man under authority, with soldiers under me; and | say to this one, ‘Go!’ and he
goes, and to another, ‘Come!” and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this!" and he does it.” 10 Now when Jesus
heard this, He marveled and said to those who were following, “Truly | say to you, | have not found such great
faith with anyone in Israel. 11 | say to you that many will come from east and west, and recline at the table with
Abraham, Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven; 12 but the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into the
outer darkness; in that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” 13 And Jesus said to the centurion,
“Go; it shall be done for you as you have believed.” And the servant was healed that very moment.

Luke 10:30-37 The Good Samaritan

30 Jesus replied and said, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among robbers, and
they stripped him and beat him, and went away leaving him half dead. 31 And by chance a priest was going
down on that road, and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32 Likewise a Levite also, when he
came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other side. 33 But a Samaritan, who was on a journey, came
upon him; and when he saw him, he felt compassion, 34 and came to him and bandaged up his wounds,
pouring oil and wine on them; and he put him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn and took care of him.
35 On the next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper and said, ‘Take care of him; and
whatever more you spend, when | return | will repay you.” 36 Which of these three do you think proved to be a
neighbor to the man who fell into the robbers’ hands?” 37 And he said, “The one who showed mercy toward
him.” Then Jesus said to him, “Go and do the same.”

Luke 13:10-17 Bent Woman

10 And He was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. 11 And there was a woman who for
eighteen years had had a sickness caused by a spirit; and she was bent double, and could not straighten up at
all. 12 When Jesus saw her, He called her over and said to her, “Woman, you are freed from your sickness.” 13
And He laid His hands on her; and immediately she was made erect again and began glorifying God. 14 But the
synagogue official, indignant because Jesus had healed on the Sabbath, began saying to the crowd in
response, “There are six days in which work should be done; so come during them and get healed, and not on
the Sabbath day.” 15 But the Lord answered him and said, “You hypocrites, does not each of you on the
Sabbath untie his ox or his donkey from the stall and lead him away to water him? 16 And this woman, a
daughter of Abraham as she is, whom Satan has bound for eighteen long years, should she not have been
released from this bond on the Sabbath day?” 17 As He said this, all His opponents were being humiliated; and
the entire crowd was rejoicing over all the glorious things being done by Him.

John 2:1-11 Jesus’ wedding miracle

On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus was there; 2 and both Jesus
and His disciples were invited to the wedding. 3 When the wine ran out, the mother of Jesus *said to Him,
“They have no wine.” 4 And Jesus *said to her, “Woman, what does that have to do with us? My hour has not
yet come.” 5 His mother *said to the servants, “Whatever He says to you, do it.” 6 Now there were six stone
waterpots set there for the Jewish custom of purification, containing twenty or thirty gallons each. 7 Jesus *said
to them, “Fill the waterpots with water.” So they filled them up to the brim. 8 And He *said to them, “Draw some
out now and take it to the headwaiter.” So they took it to him. 9 When the headwaiter tasted the water which
had become wine, and did not know where it came from (but the servants who had drawn the water knew), the
headwaiter *called the bridegroom, 10 and *said to him, “Every man serves the good wine first, and when the
people have drunk freely, then he serves the poorer wine; but you have kept the good wine until now.” 11 This
beginning of His signs Jesus did in Cana of Galilee, and manifested His glory, and His disciples believed in
Him.

Mark 12:41-44 The Widow’s Mite

41 And He sat down opposite the treasury, and began observing how the people were putting money into the
treasury; and many rich people were putting in large sums. 42 A poor widow came and put in two small copper
coins, which amount to a cent. 43 Calling His disciples to Him, He said to them, “Truly | say to you, this poor
widow put in more than all the contributors to the treasury; 44 for they all put in out of their surplus, but she, out
of her poverty, put in all she owned, all she had to live on.”



John 12:1-8 Mary Anoints Jesus

Jesus, therefore, six days before the Passover, came to Bethany where Lazarus was, whom Jesus had
raised from the dead. 2 So they made Him a supper there, and Martha was serving; but Lazarus was one of
those reclining at the table with Him. 3 Mary then took a pound of very costly perfume of pure nard, and
anointed the feet of Jesus and wiped His feet with her hair; and the house was filled with the fragrance of the
perfume. 4 But Judas Iscariot, one of His disciples, who was intending to betray Him, *said, 5 “Why was this
perfume not sold for three hundred denarii and given to poor people?” 6 Now he said this, not because he
was concerned about the poor, but because he was a thief, and as he had the money box, he used to pilfer
what was put into it. 7 Therefore Jesus said, “Let her alone, so that she may keep it for the day of My burial.
8 For you always have the poor with you, but you do not always have Me.”

Matthew 17:1-9 The Transfiguration

Six days later Jesus *took with Him Peter and James and John his brother, and *led them up on a high
mountain by themselves. 2 And He was transfigured before them; and His face shone like the sun, and His
garments became as white as light. 3 And behold, Moses and Elijah appeared to them, talking with Him. 4
Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if You wish, | will make three tabernacles here, one for
You, and one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking, a bright cloud over-

shadowed them, and behold, a voice out of the cloud said, “This is My beloved Son, with whom | am well-
pleased; listen to Him!” 6 When the disciples heard this, they fell face down to the ground and were terrified.
7 And Jesus came to them and touched them and said, “Get up, and do not be afraid.”

8 And lifting up their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus Himself alone. 9 As they were coming down from
the mountain, Jesus commanded them, saying, “Tell the vision to no one until the Son of Man has risen from
the dead.”

Mark 10:46-52 Blind Bartimaeus

46 Then they *came to Jericho. And as He was leaving Jericho with His disciples and a large crowd, a blind
beggar named Bartimaeus, the son of Timaeus, was sitting by the road. 47 When he heard that it was Jesus
the Nazarene, he began to cry out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48 Many were sternly
telling him to be quiet, but he kept crying out all the more, “Son of David, have mercy on me!” 49 And Jesus
stopped and said, “Call him here.” So they *called the blind man, saying to him, “Take courage, stand up! He
is calling for you.” 50 Throwing aside his cloak, he jumped up and came to Jesus. 51 And answering him,
Jesus said, “What do you want Me to do for you?” And the blind man said to Him, “Rabboni, | want to regain
my sight!” 52 And Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight
and began following Him on the road.

Matthew 28:16-20 The Great Commission

16 But the eleven disciples proceeded to Galilee, to the mountain which Jesus had designated. 17 When
they saw Him, they worshiped Him; but some were doubtful. 18 And Jesus came up and spoke to them,
saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all
the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to
observe all that | commanded you; and lo,

| am with you always, even to the end of the age.”
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